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This edition 

MHYF Annual General Meeting 

Winston Rickards Oration 2026  

Community Noticeboard  

Forum  

MHYF goes national 

MHYF is now a nationally registered 

company instead of an association 

incorporated in Victoria under the 

Associations Incorporation Act. This 100th 

newsletter is the first under our new name. 

We are in the process of seeking registration 

as a not-for-profit charity for mental health 

promotion.  

There are vacancies on our Working 

Groups, Committee and Board of Directors. 

Nominations for election are welcome. 

MHYF Annual General 

Meeting 2026  

Machete madness!   
"Contemporary developments 

in youth forensic mental health 

services" 
This is the topic of the after-dinner 

presentation to be delivered by Dr Adam 

Deacon, Head of the Alfred Hospital Youth 

Forensic Mental Health Unit, which is one of 

the two specialist units faced with the task of 

responding to Melbourne’s current youth 

crime wave.  

Who are these young people? Why are they 

doing this? What can be done to deal with it? Is 

locking them up (in the school for criminals) the 

answer, or is there some better way? I can 

hardly wait to hear what Adam has to say.  

To hear it, I’ll be at the MHYF Annual General 

Meting on Thursday 27th August at the Bleak 

House Hotel, corner of Beaconsfield Parade 

and Victoria Street, Albert Park, at 7pm. The 

business part of the meeting is at 7pm, 

followed by dinner, and then Adam’s 

presentation.  

To come, you need to make a booking through 

TryBooking and pre-pay for the dinner ($69). 

The menu selection will follow the booking 

process, so that we know how many are 

coming and everyone can be served without 

interruption when the business part is 

concluded.  

Non-members can attend, but cannot vote.  

 

 
 

https://www.trybooking.com/DOGGV  

 

https://www.trybooking.com/DOGGV
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Winston Rickards Memorial 

Oration 2026  
The 15th Winston Rickards Memorial Oration 

was given by Catherine Liddle, CEO of SNAICC, 

the national voice for aboriginal and Torres 

Strait islander children, on 17th June 2026 at 

Melbourne University.  

The Oration: “Changing Minds and 

Changing Attitudes: Reframing systems to 

close the gap for aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander children” was outstanding.  

Catherine quietly referred to herself as a 

storyteller and soon showed this to be so. She 

began by talking about the country she was 

visiting and the country she came from. The 

picture she wove of herself growing up showed 

the central roles of country and culture for the 

development and wellbeing of indigenous 

children and their families. This was the 

foundation on which she built her thesis for 

“closing the gap”.  

 

The video recording of this beautiful oration 

can be viewed by logging on to our website 

MHYF.com.au. We would normally have a 

period of paid viewing to help defray our costs 

before opening it to the public but, on this 

occasion, it deserves immediate viewing.  

 Community Noticeboard  

From the SatelliteFoundation:  

We would like to thank all members who 

provided feedback and sent through their 

logos. 

We have received logos from those who have 

contributed to this year's Network objective / 

related processes and will proceed with 

including these on Satellite's website. 

Warmly, 

Leanne Vuong (she/her) (why pronouns)  

Projects Lead 

 

leanne@satellitefoundation.org.au 

1800 973 444 

 0455 522 622 

Wurundjeri Country, 22 Easey Street, 

Collingwood 3066 

satellitefoundation.org.au 

The Satellite Foundation is the organization to 

assist young people who are not only children 

of parents with mental illness (a potent risk 

factor for themselves developing illness) but 

also have the task of being carers for their 

disabled parents. MHYF strongly supports their 

endeavours and has contributed its logo to 

their website campaign.  

  OOO     

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CHILD AND 

ADOLESCENT PSYCHIATRY AND ALLIED 

PROFESSIONS (IACAPAP): Connecting with 

colleagues world-wide……… 

INVOLVEMENT OF ALLIED PROFESSIONALS IN 

IACAPAP is highly valued. An international 

IACAPAP Group of Allied Professionals has 

https://www.satellitefoundation.org.au/resources/whypronouns/
mailto:leanne@satellitefoundation.org.au
tel:1800973444
tel:0455522622
https://maps.app.goo.gl/1rMxWVK7sDdZKMM4A
https://maps.app.goo.gl/1rMxWVK7sDdZKMM4A
https://www.satellitefoundation.org.au/
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been meeting during the past year, to 

brainstorm how IACAPAP can be of optimal use 

to the breadth of professionals active in the 

field. This led on to a very successful 

international webinar being organised by 

MHYFVic in September this year, which 

focussed, from an Australian perspective, upon 

the critical role of allied professionals in 

multidisciplinary teamwork. Over 400 people 

from 60 countries participated. Two more such 

webinars are planned for 2026, featuring other 

parts of the world and other urgent issues. 

Anyone wishing to contribute to this effort in 

any way at all, please contact Suzie Dean at 

admin@mhyf.com.au who will get back to you. 

WEBINARS OF OVERALL RELEVANCE IN CHILD 

AND ADOLESCENT MENTAL HEALTH are 

offered by IACAPAP on a regular, frequent 

basis. Highlighting complex issues, they are 

presented by excellent expert colleagues, and 

are of high quality. Also, surprisingly, they are 

often also free of charge. You can find out how 

to be notified ongoingly by going to the 

website: https://iacapap.org  

---OOO--- 

 

FORUM 

No topic this edition  
If you have an issue to raise, please email us at:  

 admin@mhyf.com.au  

Allan Mawdsley  

 

MHYF Membership 2026-27 
An annual subscription of $50 is due for the 

new financial year. Now a national 

organization, our mission is to promote 

improvements in mental health across 

Australia for infants, children, adolescents and 

their families. You receive our newsletters, 

bulletins and notices, whether or not you are a 

paid-up member. As a financial member, 

however, your subscription actively supports 

our work.  

Your $50 enables MHYF to maintain its website 

www.mhyf.com.au ,our mailbox PO Box 206 

Parkville, Vic 3052, our telephone number 

0428 362 965 and its administrative tasks.  If 

you value the work MHYF does, we need your 

financial as well as your ethical support.  

Kind regards,  

Kaye Geoghegan, Treasurer.  

Direct Funds Transfer:  

MHYF BSB 033 090, A/C 315188.  

Ref tab: Your name and “Subs” 

Email your contact details and main interest 

in joining MHYF to our email address 

admin@mhyf.com.au  

 

 

2026 MHYF Committee 
*  President : Vacant 

*  Vice- President: Allan Mawdsley 

*  Secretary : Cecelia Winkelman  

* Treasurer/Memberships: Kaye Geoghegan  

*  Projects Coordinator, Allan Mawdsley  

*  Web Master, Linda Purcell  

*  Newsletter Editor, Allan Mawdsley  

* Youth Consumer Representative,  vacant  

*  Members without portfolio: Suzie Dean, 

Miriam Tisher, Liam O’Connor, Sarina Smale, 

Kylie Cassar.  

 

mailto:admin@mhyf.com.au
mailto:admin@mhyf.com.au
http://www.mhyf.com.au/
mailto:admin@mhyf.com.au

